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A Message From the President 

Happy September! It’s hard to believe summer is at 
its end. The chaos from juggling multiple programs, 
the excitement of helping kids find books, the mad 
dash to log reading and pick up prizes for the             
Summer Reading Program. It’s so busy and                 
overwhelming, yet it’s over before we know it. This 
was my first year not running a SRP, but I was able 
to do a lot of outreach in my community and               

interacted with kiddos and their families at these events, as well as 
seeing them in the library. Their joy is contagious! These                
connections are my favorite part of being a librarian. I hope all of 
you had a successful, fun summer, and are taking a well-deserved 
vacation. 
 
Fall is my favorite season, and I always look 
forward to cooler temperatures and slowing 
down a bit. Oh, and all things apple and 
pumpkin! (Heck, I made a loaf of pumpkin 
bread in August. It had to be done!) Fall              
provides multiple options for programming. 
There’s Library Card Sign-Up Month in               
September, TeenTober in October, as well 
as Halloween, Thanksgiving, Picture Book 
Month, National Novel Writing Month, etc. If 
you’ve never heard of Brownielocks, you must check it out for more 
unknown holidays, as well as fun and silly daily and weekly                       
holidays. You can get great ideas for displays and programs! This is 
my first fall at my new library, and I’m excited to plan our October 
Mischief at Maxwell, as well as Pumpkin Carving and other               
activities. Fall is also a huge publishing season, and I can’t wait to 
discover new picture books, YA novels, middle grade fiction, and 
more! 
 
I hope you’re all planning to be in Saratoga Springs this fall for the 
NYLA Annual Conference, November 2-5. Our Conference Curator, 
Sarah Heukrath, has planned great programs! We’ve got our                  
Membership Meeting featuring YA author Alex Sanchez, YSS Table 
Talks, and more. Please don’t forget to support our Ann Gibson 
Scholarship Fund by attending our fundraiser reception on        
Wednesday, November 2 at Jacob & Anthony’s from 8:00pm-
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10:00pm. There will be yummy food, cash bar, and fun raffle prizes. Register in advance with your                  
conference registration or pay at the door – and don’t forget to bring a friend! I know it’s hard to wake up 
early on Saturday after spending the evening at the Inaugural Awards Banquet and PAC Fundraiser, but 
make a point to register and attend the Intellectual Freedom Breakfast. YSS is co-sponsoring this event 
and Laurie Halse Anderson, our Empire State Award Winner, and New York Times bestselling author will 
be the speaking, if not shouting, about the recent rise in book challenges across the nation. I’m very excited 
to hear her speak! I’m looking forward to seeing you at NYLA for an exciting few days of networking,               
learning and inspiration from our colleagues across New York State! 
 
This will be my final message to you as your YSS President. I’m not quite 
sure how to end this article, so I’ll focus on change. I’ve been dealing with 
changes, personally and professionally since last year. I’m sure I’m not 
the only one; it’s been a busy and stressful year for everyone in library 
land. Maybe, like me, you started a new job. Or perhaps you took on new 
challenges or responsibilities. Whatever the change, while it’s always 
good in terms of personal and/or professional growth, it can be unsettling. 
And we’re still in the pandemic, adding another layer to our stress,                 
although I am seeing a return to “normal,” whatever that means. One thing 
that has never changed in my years as a YSS Member is the dedication of 
all the members of the YSS Board, committees, liaisons and all the                  
volunteers who give of their time to bring great opportunities to our            
membership and youth providers. Thank you! Thank you for your dedication and willingness to share to 
make our profession strong, even amid change. If you want to be more involved in YSS, we are always 
looking for volunteers. Reach out to me anytime if you have questions. Wishing you a wonderful Fall                
season! 
 
Take good care of yourselves, 
 
Jenny Burke 
YSS President 
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Newsletter Editor Opportunity 

Are you creative, good at tracking people down and keeping on top of deadlines?  

Then we have a position for YOU!  

The Newsletter Editor is in charge of collecting articles from board and committee members 
then editing them together to form a cohesive, well designed newsletter for YSS members.  

Newsletters are quarterly, and there is generally a 2 week time frame in which the editor 
needs to work. Experience with layouts and publication software is useful for this position. 

This unique position works more like a liaison position. It can last a year, 2 years, 3 years, 
etc.  

Interested?  

Contact Amanda.Schiavulli@gmail.com  
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YSS @ NYLA Annual Conference 

 There are so many amazing programs happening at NYLA this year! There is something for 
everyone! The skilled speakers are sure to present amazing programs that you will be able to 
use at your library. 

1. Think outside the Box (Learn how to have a successful teen summer reading program) 

2. Beyond Baby and Me (Learn other ideas besides storytimes such as cover art and STEM 
programs, activity kits, play dates and more) 

3. Picture Book Neighborhooding: Highs & Lows of Genrefication (Learn how to generify your 
picture book collection) 

4. Blurring the Line between Collections and Programming (Learn about STEAM kits,          
subscription boxes, and Story Spoons) 

5. YSS Membership Meeting 

6. YSS Table Talks 

The speaker for the membership meeting will be YA author 
Alex Sanchez. His first novel, Rainbow Boys was selected by 
ALA as a Best Book for Young Adult. I am a big fan of his 
books, especially the Rainbow Boys trilogy and am excited to 
hear him speak! 

Once again we will have a booth at NYLA. Be on the lookout for 
an email asking for volunteers to help staff the booth! Anyone 
who volunteers, will get a free raffle ticket for one of our many 
raffle baskets! 

 

Sarah M. Heukrath 

Fall Conference Curator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author Alex Sanchez and his 
novel Rainbow Boys 
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Get the Most out of your YSS Experience 

As the Second Vice President of the Youth Services Section, I serve as the representative for 
membership. I’d like to spend a little time talking about membership, and what is meaningful 
to me about belonging to YSS and NYLA. I have been a member of NYLA since moving back 
to New York in 1988. I served as the President of the Youth Services Section of the         
Connecticut Library Association during my time there, so there was never a question in my 
mind as to whether I should join NYLA.  

Though Groucho Marx famously said he didn’t want to belong to any club that would have 
him as a member, I wanted very much to belong to the “club” of professional librarians,       
because, let’s face it, librarians are cool. We provide space and materials for lifelong learning. 
Our buildings are community hubs where people can gather without having to purchase      
anything. As Youth Services Librarians, we run programs for everyone from bouncing babies 
to talkative teens. Belonging to NYLA allows us to network, collaborate, and have fun. 

By the time you read this newsletter, you will have received a membership survey. I urge you 
to fill it out. By sharing your opinions, you will help shape the kind of organization NYLA will 
be in the future. The more responses the Membership Committee receives, the better we can 
move forward in a positive and productive manner. 

I also want to alert you to membership engagement opportunities happening at the upcoming 
NYLA conference. As much as I’m not an early morning person, I will be at the Membership 
Meeting breakfast on Thursday, November 3, at 8 AM, and I will be looking for you all there 
(through half open eyes). The YSS Membership meeting is happening that same day, from 
1:45-3:00 (a much more reasonable time of day). The Membership Committee will also have 
a table at the Trade Show for the first time. Please stop by and say hello! Thank you for being 
fabulous members of our professional organization. 

 

Mary Jo Smith 

2nd Vice President, Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Marketing Update 

Happy Fall! Whether you’ve just made it through summer programming, or are about to dive 
into a new school year, we’d like to hear about it! Send us a picture or blurb about a program 
you’re doing, or have done so we can share it with all the YSS members.  

Send pictures and a description to Jennifer Lelinski to be posted on our social media                
platforms. We look forward to seeing what's happening at your libraries! (Please be sure to 
have sharing permissions before sending pictures our way.)  

Don’t forget to follow YSS NYLA on Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, and Twitter for updates 
on all things Youth Services related! 

 

 

Anne Gibson Scholarship Winner– Jaclyn Rhone 

The scholarship committee is pleased to announce that Jaclyn Rhone, a student from St. 
John's University, to receive the Ann Gibson Scholarship. Jaclyn has a strong dedication to 
youth services, working with young kids all the way to teens and even acknowledges the           
services of their caregivers. She has a great sense of librarian ship and strives to build a 
foundation of trust and respect with all of her patrons, no matter their age. Jaclyn's                
enthusiasm is evident in her own philosophy of treating every patron with kindness and              
dignity. Her determination to give patrons a positive experience allows for all families to bond 
and make lasting memories.   

 

2022 Anne Gibson Reception 

The Ann Gibson Reception will take place on Wednesday, November 2 from 

8:00 - 10:00 pm. We will once again be at Jacob & Anthony's American Grille 

in Saratoga Springs. There will be food, fun, and raffle prizes!  

  Fall 22 YSS Newsletter 

mailto:huntjennifer25@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/yssnyla/
https://www.pinterest.com/nylayss/
https://twitter.com/YSSNYLA
https://www.instagram.com/yssnyla/


 Fall 22 YSS Newsletter 

Children’s Book Week Poster Giveaway 

Our fall Children's Book Week celebration is right around the             

corner. 

Join thousands of libraries, schools, bookstores, homes, and other 

community organizations in celebrating November 7-13. 

Sign up to participate and receive 5 free copies of Raúl the Third's 

amazing poster. You will also have the chance to promote events 

with our national network and be the first to have access to our 

brand new educator kit. 

Read more about our plans and check out our FAQ. Email 

cbc.info@cbcbooks.org with questions. 

 

UPDATE FROM NOVELny 

The New York State Library sponsored various webinars this summer on topics within the 

NOVELny databases. The recordings are available online for the following sessions, as well as 

for many others from Gale’s archives: 

 Get to Know the New York Times Collection from NOVELny 

 Get to Know NOVELny Resource: Informe Académico  

 Gale OneFile: Educator’s Reference Complete 

 Gale OneFile: News 

 Marketing Your NOVELny Gale Public Library Resources  

Notifications about fall webinars will be forthcoming from the New York State Library via   

NYLINE. Be sure to watch for emails to register! (The NYLINE Listserv is free.) 

Provided by the New York State Library, NOVELny is an online virtual library connecting New 

Yorkers to 21st century information via libraries and library systems statewide.  
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New York State Library Updates 

Public libraries have wrapped up their busy Summer Reading season 
for Oceans of Possibilities! The State Library wants to thank all            
system and public library staff who worked tirelessly to support and 
provide many different and exciting programs and events all summer 
long. Keeping students engaged and learning during the summer is 
much more challenging but also more important than ever. 

Consider joining a CSLP committee! This is a great way for libraries and staff to become more 
involved with CSLP and help shape upcoming Summer Reading programs by contributing    
input and ideas. Sign-ups for 2023 are open until October 
3rd. While the duties vary, committee obligations              
generally run for one calendar year. All CSLP committee 
work is done virtually, either via email, or through phone 
or online meetings. Attending the CSLP Annual Meeting is 
not required. For more information or to sign up, please visit: https://www.cslpreads.org/join
-a-cslp-committee/ 

Save the date for the annual CSLP Summer Reading symposium, which is set to take place on 
December 8. The event will run for a half day and sessions are currently being planned.             
Details on registration and the full agenda will be shared on NYLINE once they become                
available from CSLP. 

Summer Reading Planning 

The CSLP annual meeting took place on August 30 and 31 in Detroit. State reps from around 
the United States and territories attended either in person or virtually to discuss planning and 
the future of CSLP. They also voted on the 2025 Summer Reading slogan and the 2026 
theme with the following results after the votes were tallied: 2025 slogan will be “Color Our 
World”. 2026 theme will be Dinosaurs. Thank you to all library staff who submitted their 
choices for NY state via LibWizard survey! 

The State Library has submitted the bulk order to CSLP for 
2023 manuals, which should begin shipping out to public    
library systems in the fall. The online manual access codes 
are typically sent out to state reps in October. Codes will be 
shared at that time with regional system Youth Services 
Consultants, who will pass the access code information along 
to their member libraries so they can start planning their 2023 Summer Reading programs 
for All Together Now! A bulk order for customized 2023 posters for member libraries will be 
submitted to CSLP in the fall. Libraries that want to weigh in on the poster image to be              
selected for the bulk order can submit their choices at https://nyslibrary.libwizard.com/
id/85366f8726f45088b093feefc76aeb6f  

READsquared summer wrap up training sessions have been scheduled for September 20, 21, 
28, and 29. Full details including how to join the sessions can be found at https://
www.summerreadingnys.org/readsquared/ Did you know that the READsquared              
knowledgebase has graphics, flyers, and templates to help promote sign up and specifics of 
your reading programs?  Check it out at Knowledge Base 

Does your library need help finding interesting youth-related programs or performers for next 
summer or for programs and events during the year? Don’t forget to use the searchable            
Performers and Programs statewide database which has over 400 listings to help you! 
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Want to keep up on library-related news all around New York State and stay aware of             
professional development opportunities and free webinars? Then sign up for the NYLINE 
listserv to stay informed about library news and updates in New York State. Subscribe here.  

Nutrition Program Resources for Libraries 

No Kid Hungry’s Center for Best Practices has created a space just for libraries! This 
webpage houses information for libraries on both the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP 
or Summer Meals) and the Child and Adult Care Food Program At-Risk Afterschool Meal  
Program (CACFP At-Risk or Afterschool Meals). Learn more about each program and how  
libraries can share their strengths to increase access to healthy food in their communities. 
Planning and implementation resources are also available, along with training opportunities. 
Check out the webpage today: 

https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/programs/summer-and-afterschool-meals-libraries 

Early Literacy Professional Development 

Early Literacy webinars for the coming year are being planned now. The 
State Library is actively looking for suggestions, topics or great ideas for 
webinars!  Whether you have a topic or presenter to suggest or you would 
like to do a presentation yourself about an early literacy project or topic, 
we want to hear from you!  Send comments and suggestions to nys-
lyouth@nysed.gov 

The Early Literacy resources on the Ready to Read at New York Libraries 
site have recently been reorganized. Find them at https://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/
earlylit/resource-list.htm 

Transforming Teen Services/T3 Initiative Updates  

There continues to be interest in professional development for library staff on enhancing 
teen services and involving more teens in planning and participating in library programs.  

The T3 YALSA/COSLA grant ended in December 2021, but the State Library is exploring           
options for providing training in 2022 and beyond. We expect to be able to offer a             
multi-week session on the T3 Educational Equity module this fall. Also, YALSA plans to offer 
additional onboarding training to add new trainers, and the State Library will be soliciting 
interested library staff who can attend the in-person training in Indianapolis sometime in 
2023. More details will be shared as these plans come together. 

Questions about any Youth Services programs or initiatives at the State Library may be           
directed to Sharon Phillips at nyslyouth@nysed.gov 

Total Eclipse of the Sun 

Two Solar Eclipses are coming to North America! An Annular Eclipse in fall 
2023 and a Total Eclipse in spring 2024. The Space Science Institute and 
StarNet have created a website of Solar Eclipse Activities for Libraries 
(SEAL). The SEAL site contains a wide variety of information and resources, 
including an eclipse simulator to see what the eclipses will look like at YOUR 
specific library or location. Check out the SEAL site  to discover activities, 
events, projects and resources for libraries. These eclipse events present a 
great opportunity for public and school libraries to work together! Public li-
braries can place orders NOW for the official solar eclipse glasses – there's a 
link on the SEAL site with more information on how to request the glasses for your public 
library. And stay tuned for some additional training opportunities for library staff that will be 
offered by the StarNet team.  
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The Space Science Institute will be coordinating in-person and hands-on eclipse training 
workshops with interested states, so stay tuned for details about a workshop to be offered to 
public library staff in NY state this fall or in spring 2023. Attendees will be responsible for 
their own travel expenses, but the Space Science Institute will cover the cost of materials and 
will also provide lunch for attendees. Date and location to be determined.  

 

Sharon Phillips 

NYS Library Liaison 

 

 

 

Updates from Hunger Solutions 

Good nutrition during pregnancy and in the first years of a child’s life is very important. The 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) provides   
nutrition information, help with breastfeeding, referrals to other services, and healthy foods 
to about 370,000 New Yorkers. But with only about 50 percent of eligible New Yorkers 
statewide enrolled in WIC, and even fewer upstate, outreach from 
trusted community partners to potentially eligible families is urgently 
important.  

In the Spring 22 YSS Newsletter Edition, we shared how WIC’s public 
health services leads to healthier births, more nutritious diets, better 
health care, and plays a critical role in improving lifetime health for 
young children and their parents, and a few ways how libraries can 
help connect many more families to this underserved program which 
helps children do better in school. Now, we share the newest              
resources for you to easily educate your patrons about WIC.   

Ready, Set, Grow! 

To raise awareness of this critical public health and nutrition                
program, Hunger Solutions New York has released Ready, Set, Grow!, a new social media 
toolkit focused on WIC’s health benefits. Please check out the social media toolkit to find turn
-key social media content you can immediately put to use, including sample language in    
English and Spanish and a large assortment of high-resolution graphics like the images           
below. 

Find More WIC Outreach Resources 

The WIC Help New York Resource Center is a one-stop shop for a variety of print and social 
media WIC outreach materials. Visit to find everything you need to 
spread the word and connect families to WIC, including ordering re-
sources in bulk at no cost and share with patrons. The postcard sized 
piece includes a QR code that takes the person directly to Wanda, 
WIC’s 24/7 virtual assistant, for an easy 3 minute prescreen. 

Updated WIC Income Guidelines 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)                        
recently updated federal income eligibility guidelines for WIC. For           
example, through June 30, 2023, a working family of four can have 
an annual gross income of $51,338 and qualify. When considering  
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eligibility, please note that an unborn child can be counted as a member of the household. 
Also, a WIC applicant who has proof of already participating in Medicaid, SNAP, or TANF           
automatically meets the income eligibility requirements for WIC and does not need to                 
provide further proofs of income. 

Action Needed to #ExtendtheWICBump 

Since 2020 and through September 2022, WIC moms and kids each get a boost in the 
monthly fruits and vegetables benefit portion of their food package – now $24/month/child 
and $43 or $47/month/mom on their eWIC card to buy favorites and try new ones.                   
Reports show that increases in WIC benefits have led to increased fruit and veggie                
consumption among WIC-enrolled children and a greater variety of produce purchased by 
WIC families. Unless funding is extended, participants will lose access to WIC's enhanced 
vegetables and fruits by September 30. The National WIC Association is leading the                
effort to #ExtendTheWICBump to support the long-term health of children with early                 
nutrition interventions like the WIC bump. Please take two minutes to add your voice here. 

Misha Marvel 

Misha.Marvel@HungerSolutionsNY.org  

Child Nutrition Programs Manager, Hunger Solutions New York 
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