
YSS Fall 2022 Membership Meeting with Alex Sanchez

November 3, 2022

Saratoga Springs City Center

1:45 PM-3:00 PM

Voting Board Members In Attendance: Jenny Burke - President, Kim Hazen - Vice

President/President-Elect, Amanda Schiavulli - Past President & 2022 Council Representative, Liz Anastasi

- Incoming Vice President/President-Elect, Joyce Laiosa - Incoming YSS Representative to NYLA Council,

Mary Jo Smith - 2nd Vice President - Membership, Ashley Bressingham - Secretary, Elissa Valente -

Treasurer, Nan Brown - Incoming Treasurer, Chrissie Morrison - 2022 Spring Conference Director, Julia

Farrar - 2023 Spring Conference Director, Katie St. Laurent - Incoming 2024 Spring Conference Director

Non-Voting Board Members In Attendance: Sarah Heukrath - 2022 Fall Conference Chair, Mary Fellows -

Legislative Committee Liaison

Members In Attendance: 47 people attended

1:56 PM President Jenny Burke called the meeting to order

Motion to approve the agenda - Mary Jo Smith, Joyce Laiosa seconded - motion approved

Review of October 28, 2021 Membership Meeting Minutes - board approved on January 14, 2022

Treasurer’s Report - Elissa Valente (see attached #1)

a. Approval of the Report

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report - Nan Brown, Mary Fellows seconded - report approved

President’s Report - Jenny Burke (see attached #2)

2nd Vice President’s Membership Report - Mary Jo Smith (see attached #3)

YSS Conference 2023 - Julia Farrar (see attached #4)

President-Elect/Vice President’s Report - Kim Hazen (see attached #5)
a. ESA Nominations due December 1
b. Pied Piper Award application due December 1
c. Ann Gibson Scholarship Winner
d. Thank Conference Curation Committee

Adjournment - Motion to Adjourn - Chrissie Morrison, Lisa Neuman seconded, motion approved



Introduce 2022 Conference Curator, Sarah Heukrath - Kim Hazen

YSS Sponsored Programs at NYLA - Sarah Heukrath

Introduce Alex Sanchez - Sarah Heukrath



Attachments

1. Treasurer’s Report

YOUTH SERVICES SECTION
NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

Membership Meeting
November 3, 2022

TREASURER’S REPORT Balance: $110,317.98 as of 03/22

2021-2022 final reports in progress
___________________________________________________

2022-2023 INCOME
Projected $43,260.00
Received Unavailable

2022-2023 EXPENSES
Projected $43,260.00
Received $4,985.00

Summary of YSS funds:
Operational activities of the Board and Committees comprise the administrative expenses for the
section. Otherwise funds are used for membership enrichment (CE NYLA pre-conference program,
NYLA Conference workshops, YSS Spring Conference); awards and scholarships (Empire State
Award, Pied Piper Award, Ann Gibson Scholarship, Spring Conference Scholarships, Emerging Leaders
Sponsorships); and advocacy and promotion (support for Library Advocacy Day, publicity of Empire
State Award, Youth Advocacy Committee, Ad in the ESCB Hall of Fame Gala Program, SSL
Conference). Included with this report is the FY2022-2023 YSS Budget, as approved by the YSS Board.

Of particular note over this past year:
● The budget has been updated and voted on by the board to reflect the reimbursement of travel to

council meetings for the new NYLA Council Representative position of the Executive Board and
updated conference planner positions.

● YSS continues to raise funds for the Ann Gibson Scholarship. The purpose of the award is to
provide financial assistance to a person who has chosen to pursue graduate studies that will
lead to New York State certification as a youth specialist in a public library or school media
center. We encourage you to consider making a tax deductible donation in support of the
Scholarship Fund and attending the Ann Gibson Scholarship Reception Fundraiser on
Wednesday, November 2nd at the NYLA Fall Conference which will include more great raffles!

● The YSS Reimbursement Policy has been updated to reflect the changes noted above and is
available on the NYLA website.

YSS has a healthy balance, as noted above. As the Executive Board has moved to hold meetings



virtually, costs have been saved for the section. This year's budget was put together while NYLA was
restructuring and therefore, as final numbers are tallied, the budget may need to be altered. Remember,
when it’s time to renew your NYLA membership, select YSS as your primary section. If you have an
associate membership under your library’s institutional membership, be sure to designate YSS as your
primary section choice. We want to be sure we have you on our roster!

The YSS Spring Conference is another significant source of income. Plan to attend this year’s Spring
Conference to be held in Lake George, NY! During the conference, please attend the Past President’s
Dinner which raises funds for the Ann Gibson Scholarship fund.

Be sure to purchase raffle tickets for your chance to win some great prizes at the Empire State
Luncheon and visit the YSS booth on the trade floor for your membership gift and…..more raffle tickets!
Additionally, tax deductible donations can be accepted for the YSS section directly through NYLA.

Respectfully submitted,

Elissa Valente, YSS Treasurer, 2018-22

2. President’s Report

YSS President’s Report
November 2, 2022

I don’t have much to report as I finish out my term as President.

AnnaLee Dragon emailed me a Survey Monkey form in September, and I updated our
list of section representatives for NYLA Committees.

I met with Kim, Amanda, and Liz on October 26 via Zoom to discuss transitions between
President, 1st Vice President and Past President and answer any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Burke

3. 2nd Vice President’s Membership Report

Second Vice President’s Report

November 3, 2022

I would like to begin this report with some very good news about YSS

membership. Lauren Hoyt, NYLA’s new Membership Services Coordinator, has

been working hard to provide the Membership Committee with the data we’ve

requested. As of September 30th, YSS has 1,014 members! I think we can all agree



that is a marvelous number, and the largest we have seen in some time. We are

the second largest section after PLS.

The Membership Committee continues to meet monthly. We have been working

with NYLA staff to get accurate membership data, which is they are working to

provide to us, despite an antiquated system. We decided not to put out the

lengthy survey that was originally intended to go out this fall. We will, however,

have a table in the Trade Show, and we will be distributing a very brief survey

there. Many topics are under discussion during these monthly meetings, among

them the idea of having a fixed time membership as opposed to the current

rolling membership model we have now. The dues structure is also under

consideration. I enjoy these meetings and have been attending them monthly.

Lastly, I ordered and have received the membership gift. It is a jar opener, with our

mascot Yaney’s very handsome face on it with the caption “Get a grip with YSS!”

underneath. I’m thrilled with how these turned out, and hope that soon there will

be a plethora of unopened jars in our midst.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Jo C. Smith

4. YSS Conference 2023

2023 Spring Conference:  The World Building Guide for Libraries

The 2023 YSS Spring Conference will be held in Lake George at the Courtyard Marriott on Friday,

April 28th.  We hope you'll join us at the "Queen of American Lakes" for a great line-up of

speakers, workshops, and networking opportunities.

The conference will feature engaging and inspiring addresses by keynote speaker Alex Gino and

author Chris Grabenstein.  Our breakout sessions will range from traditional talks and panel

discussions to interactive workshops and activities that will give you new ideas for programming

and more.  Don't forget Table Talks—we have a great selection in the works!  We'll also play off

our gaming theme with some unique interactive networking and idea-sharing activities.

We hope you'll take time to explore Lake George Village, as the Courtyard is within walking

distance of shops and restaurants and features some gorgeous lake views.  Plan to leave the



conference refreshed and ready to lead youth and teens in your community to build their

worlds!

5. President-Elect/Vice President’s Report

1st Vice President/President-Elect’s Report – Kim Hazen

A. The ESA Nominations, actually I should say recommendations, are due
December 1.

B. The Pied Piper Award Nominations are due December 1.
C. The Ann Gibson Scholarship Winner is Jaclyn Rohan of St. John's University.
D. A special thank you to the Conference Curation Committee for all the hard work
that they do. We appreciate you!


