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Thomas will be second 
recipient of Mayor Judy 
Kennedy Citizens’ Award

By Lana Bellamy
Times Herald-Record

CITY OF NEWBURGH  — 
Chuck Thomas wants to be on 
the edge of whatever is happen-
ing in life.

“Where the sea meets the land 
or the forest meets the meadow, 
right in that intersection is where 
everything happens,” Thomas 
said. “That’s where I want to 
be.”

That’s why Thomas, director 
of the Newburgh Free Library, is 
in Newburgh, he said. He saw the 
potential to create lasting, posi-
tive change in a city teeming with 
diversity, historical significance 
and unique culture.

Thomas will be honored as the 
second recipient of the Mayor 
Judy Kennedy Citizens’ Award 
at this year’s Illuminated festi-
val on June 1.

I l l u m i n a t e d  C h a i r  P a u l 
Ernenwein said the award is 
meant for someone who gives 
back to the Newburgh because 
they love it, not because they 
want clout, business or to be in 
the spotlight.

“Chuck meets all of those 
thoughts and ideas, and really 
blows them away,” Ernenwein 
said.

Thomas said he turned down 
the award three times before 
finally agreeing to accept it.

“I’m very pleased to get it, but 

I’m really accepting it on behalf 
of all the teams of people I’ve 
worked with over many years 
that allowed me to do what I was 
doing,” Thomas said.

The festival’s website lists 
more than 25 local organizations, 
projects, committees and groups 
Thomas is either currently or 
formerly affiliated with or has 
led.

Thomas was born in North 
Dakota and lived in Kansas 
and Utah before moving to 
Middletown in 1969. He moved 
to Newburgh in 1996. He later 
became part of the original group 
that dreamed up the Illuminated 
festival.

Thomas and about five others, 
including late Mayor Judy 
Kennedy, began brainstorm-
ing a new city-wide festival by 
considering the anniversary 
of Newburgh’s electrification 
by Thomas Edison in 1884. 

Newburgh was the second 
municipality in New York to 
receive electricity at a time of 
great growth and industry in the 
then-village.

“(The idea) morphed into talk-
ing about all the good things in 
Newburgh that we could shine 
a bright light on,” Thomas said.

The festival is gearing up for 
its seventh year. It’s one of the 
Hudson Valley’s largest summer 
events, attracting about 20,000 
people to Broadway and Liberty 
Street. Illuminated is completely 
free and runs for one day. It offers 
kids activities, street food, and 
dance, music, fashion and other 
arts performances. The festival 
is kid-friendly and pet-friendly.

Some popular Newburgh 
musicians will be featured this 
year. Globally-known rapper and 
songwriter Padison Fontaine, of 
Newburgh, will open this year’s 
fest on the Broadway Main Stage. 
Funk Junkies and Tamy Stevens, 
also tied to Newburgh, will be 
this year’s closers.

lbellamy@th-record.com

Newburgh festival honors library director 
Newburgh Illuminated 
festival 

The free, volunteer-led festival 
is funded through donations and 
sponsorships. Festival leaders 
are accepting donations to cover 
remaining expenses for the event.
Go to newburghilluminatedfes-
tival.com to donate, learn about 
volunteering and to view a com-
plete list of events.
The festival will take place 
Saturday from noon - 10 p.m. at 
Broadway near Liberty and Grand 
streets.

Chuck Thomas, director of the Newburgh Free Library, will receive the 
Mayor Judy Kennedy Citizens’ Award at this year’s Illuminated festival 
on June 1. [ALLYSE PULLIAM/FOR THE TIMES HERALD-RECORD FILE PHOTO]
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