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Equal Access to School Libraries and Librarians

 S2421 Kaplan / A2444 Solages

 

This bill, currently in the Education Committee of both the Assembly and Senate, requires all

school districts to maintain a school library in each elementary and secondary school and to

employ a certified school library media specialist for each such school library.

Background
All students have an inherent right to equity of instruction in information literacy, and it is needed

now more than ever. Under current law, elementary school students are not guaranteed

instruction in information literacy skills.

Impact
Passage of this bill would help ensure that all students are college or career ready.

Training for Library Trustees

S7285 May / A9551 Ryan

 

This bill, currently in Senate Education and Assembly Libraries and Education Technology would

require board of trustee members to complete a minimum of two hours of continuing education

credits per year.

Background
Library trustees play an important role in the success and long-term growth of their libraries. Their

actions effect policy, personnel and finances.  Currently, the state does not require library trustees

to obtain any formal training.

Impact
Passage of this bill would ensure that those choosing to serve their libraries as a trustee, have the

comprehensive and necessary information to be successful. 



Additional Legislation Affecting Libraries

S7576 May (Access to E-Books)

 

This bill, currently in the Senate Consumer Affairs Committee, requires that publishers who offer

electronic books to the private market, also extend licenses to libraries within the State, without

discrimination. Contracts would stipulate “reasonable terms” that would allow libraries across the

state, and their patrons, to have equitable access to the content they seek.
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S2421 (Kaplan) / A2444 (Solages) 

 

What Does the Bill Do? 

• If enacted, this bill would require all school districts to maintain a school library in 

each elementary and secondary school and to employ a certified school library 

media specialist for each such school library.  

• The legislation also provides a waiver process that can be used by districts that 

fall within a designated shortage area for library media specialists. 

 

Why is a School Library important?  

• The school library is often the first experience children have with a library and its 

resources.  

• These facilities provide learners and educators with equitable access to print and 

non-print materials that: 

o Represent diversity and are culturally reflective 

o Support students in developing information literacy skills through an inquiry 

process to learn, synthesize, create, and contribute to the global 

community 

o Broaden and deepen understanding of curriculum 

• School libraries are dynamic educational spaces where students pursue both 

academic and personal learning. 

•  School libraries which offer a modern technological infrastructure that is 

accessible to all students positively impacts student achievement based on 

evidence of higher test scores specifically for minority and disadvantaged 

students. (NYSED Informational Brief) 

 

 Why is a Certified Librarian important?  

• School librarians facilitate learning both in the library and throughout the 

school.  As instructional partners and leaders, the school librarian has a unique 



 

 

understanding of the curriculum and how best to integrate resources and 

learning opportunities across content areas and grade levels. 

• School librarians “provide effective leadership in areas of curriculum 

development, instructional design, technology integration, professional 

development, student advocacy, information literacy instruction and 

collaboration.” (NYSED Informational Brief) 

• School librarians are experts in teaching skills related to: 

o Inquiry 

o Critical Thinking 

o Reflection 

o Problem solving 

• School librarians prepare students for success in college, careers, and civic 

engagement by teaching skills related to information literacy, digital literacy, 

media literacy, and visual literacy. 

• School librarians facilitate the development of student agency, allowing students 

to take ownership and responsibility for their own learning. 

 

 Did You Know?  

• Students who attend schools with certified school librarians and quality school 

library facilities “perform better on standardized tests and are more likely to 

graduate, even after controlling for school size and student income level.” 

(Coker 2015)  

• There is evidence of increased student achievement as well as more active 

teacher leadership in school environments where school librarians assist in the 

alignment of curriculum to state standards and in school-wide professional 

development activities. (NYC Library Brief) 

• The formation of information literacy skills and critical thinking skills begins in early 

childhood.  Without equitable access to instruction from effective school 

librarians, students will not have the scaffolding needed to participate fully in a 

democracy. 

 

 

 



 
  

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 

 

Bill Number & Sponsor: S7285 (May) / A9551 (Ryan) 

Purpose: An act to amend the education law, in relation to requiring members of a 

board of trustees of public, free association and Indian libraries to complete continuing 

education. 

If enacted, this bill would require that individuals serving on  a public or association 

library board of trustees complete a minimum of two hours of continuing education 

credits per year. The curriculum would be offered through different platforms such as in-

person workshops, live or self-paced online lectures or state or national conference 

programs. Training will address subjects such as budget development, human resources 

and strategic planning.  

Reflective of our state, libraries are as diverse as the unique communities they service. 

From urban libraries serving millions of people with budgets over $100 million, to rural 

libraries serving small, geographically isolated communities with budgets less than 

$10,000; those accepting the role of library trustee are responsible for a cumulative $1.6 

billion in public and private income.   

As of 2018, there were more than 6,200 library trustees in New York State who serve in 

one of the nearly 760 local libraries, representing 1,1000 facilities. Amongst those were 

880 brand new trustees. Remarkably, there is no required, comprehensive State-

approved education or training programs for library trustees in New York State.  

Library governance grows increasingly more complex every year. To understand and 

provide effective oversight of their libraries, board members must be informed of their 

mandated duties and responsibilities, be afforded the training necessary to be good 

financial stewards.  

For these reasons, NYLA strongly supports the above referenced legislation and urges 

your approval. For additional information, please contact the New York Library 

Association at 518.432.6952.  
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Support S.2421 (Kaplan ) / A.2444 (Solages) 

 

Requires a school library in each elementary and secondary school and                                                     

employment of a certified school library media specialist  
 

This legislation would ensure every NYS public school child have access to both school libraries 

and appropriate staff to foster their love for literacy and learning.  

 

NYS PTA has long advocated on ‘Whole Child’ education, including access to literacy and 

library programming and services. Sadly, there are some NYS school children without access to 

any library services in their school buildings.  

 

Learning to read is the single most important activity in a child’s education. Studies show that 

children who read at home are better prepared to succeed in formal education. We strongly 

believe that every child must have access to in-school library services, staffed by dedicated 

professionals to help children grow their literacy skills.  We continue to advocate for equitable 

and adequate state aid, including a substantial increase in foundation aid, which will support this 

work.  

 

We also believe that all children should have  an  equal  opportunity  to  develop  to  their  fullest  

potential  with  life  skills  that  include:  digital,  media,  and  informational  literacy  to  evaluate  

content  and  use  technology  effectively;  life  and  career  competencies  such  as  flexibility, 

time and project management, and self-direction; cultural awareness; leadership; and 

responsibility. 

 

NYS PTA’s Pick a Reading Partner Program focuses on developing literacy skills. You can find 

more information here: https://nyspta.org/home/programs/literacy/. 

 

For the aforementioned reasons, NYS PTA supports S.2421 (Kaplan)/A.2444 (Solages) and 

urges its enactment.  



A Tale of Two Decades 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness…” 

Governor Cuomo’s FY2020‐2021 Executive Budget funds libraries at levels from two decades ago.  It is past time 
for a bold new investment in the libraries of tomorrow. 

Public Library System 
FY 1999‐20000 
Enacted Budget  

FY 2020‐2021 
Proposed Exec  

NYLA Proposed 
FY 2020‐20201

BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY  $3,750,768 $3,767,784  $8,190,338

BUFFALO & ERIE CO PUBLIC LIBRARY  $1,643,446 $1,542,754  $3,353,610

CHAUTAUQUA‐CATTARAUGUS LIB SYSTEM  $561,533 $674,079  $1,465,301

CLINTON ESSEX FRANKLIN LIB SYS  $626,867 $674,079  $1,465,301

FINGER LAKES LIBRARY SYSTEM  $810,393 $804,110  $1,747,959

FOUR COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM  $973,522 $941,847  $2,047,370

MID YORK LIBRARY SYSTEM  $903,374 $878,925  $1,910,591

MID‐HUDSON LIBRARY SYSTEM  $1,271,619 $1,307,158  $2,841,476

MOHAWK VALLEY LIBRARY SYSTEM  $681,295 $688,313  $1,496,243

MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM  $1,210,896 $1,198,906  $2,606,159

NASSAU LIBRARY SYSTEM  $2,120,428 $2,046,425  $4,448,481

NIOGA LIBRARY SYSTEM  $685,070 $683,112  $1,484,936

NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARY SYSTEM  $1,116,333 $1,078,497  $2,344,416

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY ASTOR, LENOX TILDE  $5,056,887 $5,219,571  $11,346,205

ONONDAGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  $820,296 $804,407  $1,748,605

PIONEER LIBRARY SYSTEM  $734,105 $756,372  $1,644,188

QUEENS BOROUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY  $3,187,257 $3,359,740  $7,303,340

RAMAPO‐CATSKILL LIBRARY SYSTEM  $1,337,099 $1,453,730  $3,160,090

SOUTHERN ADIRONDACK LIBRARY SYSTEM  $878,198 $926,488  $2,013,982

SOUTHERN TIER LIBRARY SYSTEM  $840,541 $822,566  $1,788,078

SUFFOLK COOPERATIVE LIBRARY SYSTEM  $2,208,792 $2,299,091  $4,997,721

UPPER HUDSON LIBRARY SYSTEM  $841,646 $847,404  $1,842,070

WESTCHESTER LIBRARY SYSTEM  $1,459,799 $1,485,915  $3,230,055

Totals  $33,720,163 $34,261,275  $74,476,516



Public Library Services 
FY 1999‐2000 
Enacted Budget 

FY 2020‐2021 
Proposed Exec 

Budget 

NYLA Proposed 
FY 2020‐20201

Formula Aid 

Basic Aid (detail on reverse side)  $35,760,317 $34,261,275  $74,476,516

Local Library Services Aid (Members)  $3,510,152 $3,367,937  $7,323,913

Local Services Support Aid (Systems)  $2,711,693 $2,546,653  $5,531,698

Local Consolidated Systems Aid (NYC)  $5,412,234 $4,875,128  $10,597,462

Designated Aid 

Central Library Book Aid  $1,644,500 $1,475,081  $3,206,503

Central Library Development Aid  $5,893,818 $5,695,255  $12,380,238

State Corrections  $658,304 $600,552  $1,305,107

Interinstitutional (County Jails)  $175,000 $167,864  $367,179

Coordinated Outreach  $3,327,799 $3,157,783  $6,864,329

Special Grants  $430,000 $385,701  $838,429

Public Library Services Aid $59,523,817 $56,533,229  $122,891,374

Reference and Research Library Resources Systems (3Rs) 

Basic Aid  $3,580,283 $3,290,881  $7,153,656

Hospital Library Services Program  $1,396,000 $1,282,134  $2,795,109

Medical Information Services Program  $506,000 $453,871  $986,616

Regional Bibliographic Databases  $2,159,815 $1,963,789  $4,268,848

3Rs System Aid $8,083,064 $6,990,675  $15,204,229

School Library Systems (SLS) 

Basic Aid  $6,100,120 $5,434,479  $11,840,383

Automation  $610,012 $543,448  $1,184,039

School Library Systems Aid $6,710,132 $5,977,927  $13,024,422

New York Public Library (NYPL) 

Research ‐ Books  $767,000 $687,982  $1,495,523

Research ‐ Undesignated  $5,649,600 $5,067,569  $11,015,786

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture  $734,000 $658,382  $1,431,179

Library for the Blind  $984,000 $882,627  $1,918,637

Services to CUNY  $2,000,000 $1,793,957  $3,899,669

Science, Industry and Business Library  $1,000,000 $896,978  $1,949,835

Total NYPL Aid $11,134,600 $9,987,495  $21,710,629

Other Library Aid 

Indian Library Aid  $443,567 $712,675  $1,576,063

Conservation/Preservation Statutory  $2,236,000  $1,417,226  $3,080,739

Conservation/Preservation Discretionary  $448,489  $974,917

Center for Jewish History  $200,000 $179,396  $389,967

New York Historical Society  $250,000 $224,245  $487,459

Adult Literacy Grants  $200,000 $179,396  $389,967

Family Literacy Grants  $300,000 $269,093  $584,950

Coordinated Collection Development  $1,825,205 $1,818,554  $3,948,368

Total Other Aid $5,454,772 $5,249,074  $11,432,430

Total Aid Program Funding  $90,906,385  $84,738,400  $184,263,084 

Supplemental System Aid (Created FY 2011‐12 to combat 21% aid reduction) 
Supplemental System Aid (Publics)  $0 $4,538,835  $9,866,434

Supplemental System Aid (3Rs)  $0 $674,325  $1,465,834

Supplemental System Aid (School)  $0 $2,025,443  $4,404,648

Total Supplemental Aid $0 $7,238,603  $15,736,916

GRAND TOTAL  $90,906,385  $91,977,003  $200,000,000 
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