
 

 

 

Support New York IDEALS:  
Increasing Democratic Engagement through Adaptive Library Services 

$200M for Statewide Library Aid 
 
 

Background 

• Persistent failure to fund the State Library Aid program has disenfranchised millions of vulnerable New 
Yorkers who lack access to information resources and trusted, community-based information professionals  

• Access to information is a fundamental human right - information inequality plagues vulnerable, marginalized, 
and historically oppressed populations – NY’s failure to act risks creation of a permanent “digital underclass” 

• NYS must guarantee information equity for all New Yorkers through aggressive investment in library services 
 

 
New York’s Antiquated Approach to Library Funding 

• Libraries are safe, welcoming public spaces that foster community cohesion through inclusive programming 

• State Library Aid must increase to support local programming needs – libraries which rely on local funding 
streams face difficult decisions when inclusive, supportive programming is met with political resistance  

• Funding for academic libraries and library systems, in partnership with school & public libraries, to develop 
short- and long-term plans to continue building a diverse, inclusive profession 

• Funding to establish and maintain licensed social workers at each public library system, tasked with 
connecting vulnerable New Yorkers with community-based organizations and non/public service agencies  

 
Digital Equity Initiatives 

• Less-resourced and historically oppressed communities disproportionately confront inequities in technology 
training and availability – a 2017 Siena poll found the local public library is the primary source of internet 
access for 25% of low-income households, and 20% of African-American and Latino respondents 

• State Library Aid must increase to provide school, public, and academic libraries and library systems adequate 
funding to advance information fluency through collaborative action 

 

 

Access to Professional, Certified Librarians & Information Scientists 

• New York’s students lack a universal right to instruction in information sciences by a certified School Library 
Media Specialist, diminishing college-readiness, career opportunities, and meaningful participation in civic life 

• Public libraries serving small neighborhoods and rural communities lack resources to hire the skilled, well-
trained staff needed to meet patrons’ information needs 

• State Library Aid must increase to provide every student with access to competent instruction in information 
sciences by a SLMS, guarantee public libraries are staffed by professional librarians, and provide quality CE 

 
Literacy & Information Fluency 

• Libraries and librarians connect disenfranchised individuals and marginalized populations to information 
resources they would otherwise be denied, including educational, financial, health, and social justice info 

• Increased funding to support remote and/or in-person delivery of core literacies to vulnerable adult 
populations, including incarcerated individuals  


