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Welcome!

• We’ll start today with a brief introduction/updates

▫ Sharon B. Phillips, New York State Library

▫ Amanda R. Latreille, AmaLat Consulting LLC

• Then hear from our three panelists

▫ Janet Park, Onondaga County Public Libraries

▫ Megan Gillander, Oneida Public Library

▫ Patricia Uttaro, Rochester Public Library & Monroe County Library System



Ready to Read at New York Libraries

• A New York State Library initiative started in 2013

• Provides professional development/resources to public library staff

• Covers many aspects of effective early literacy services



Ready to Read training components

• Everyone Serves Families with Young Children

• Strengthening Young Families through Early Literacy Practices

• Early Literacy Community Asset Analysis

• Strategies for Successful Partnerships and Outreach to Families 

with Young Children

• Early Learning Spaces



Many resources available!

• See “Resources” handout

• All free and online!

• Interested in training? 

Contact your library system



Supercharged Storytimes for All (SSA)

• New professional development opportunity from OCLC/WebJunction

• Focused on storytime development and engaging families



How is SSA different?

• Ready to Read training covers many aspects 

of early literacy services

• SSA digs more deeply into 

developing/conducting storytimes

• Ready to Read training is primarily in-person

• SSA is offered in convenient online or 

blended formats



Register today!

• See “Supercharged Storytimes” handout for more info

• Training offered this winter/spring

• Free to participate!



Boosting Early Literacy  

Through Brilliant    

Partnerships 

Janet Park, Onondaga County Public Library



Community Connections: 

Essential to a Sustainable Library

Resources

Impact

Value

Effectiveness



START SMALL AND LET IT GROW





Already on the same Page with similar 

messages

Delivering a similar message repetitively is the way we will 

increase parent knowledge and help change behavior



How libraries can partner with 

community 

LIBRARIANS ARE TRUSTED 

MESSENGERS





 Librarians have a history of promoting early 

literacy, offering many resources and events for 

parents of young children.

 Similarly, libraries have a longstanding track 

record of encouraging parent-child interactions to 

promote early literacy. 

 Talking is Teaching tools for librarians include tip 

sheets, creative resources, such as stickers and 

posters, and a training presentation.

displaying Talking is Teaching creative posters 

around the library;

distributing Talking is Teaching resources 

(bookmarks, handouts, books) during story 

times;

bringing Talking is Teaching resources to 

community fairs, food banks, and playgrounds 

through bookmobile programs. 





How to ACCESS 

Talking is Teaching Materials

Log into the Talking is Teaching website 

at:  www.talkingisteaching.org

Start a campaign - Login

http://www.talkingisteaching.org/


Many Ways to Partner to Spread the Word About 

Early Literacy 









http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/earlylit/resource-partners.htm

http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/earlylit/resource-partners.htm


Rainbow Reading & 

Rainbow Eating

Megan Gillander

Oneida Public Library

Mid York Library System



Rainbow Reading & Rainbow Eating

Cornell Cooperative Extension

Ages 3-5 with parent/caretaker

Stories about healthy eating

Learn by doing (cut, measure, mix)

Math, Science, Reading, Following directions,

Sequences, Kitchen Safety



Rainbow Reading & Rainbow Eating

Partner: Cornell Cooperative Extension Nutritionist-Liz Coffey

Nutrition information given each week based on our recipes

Liz talked with the kids at their level about nutrition



Rainbow Reading & Rainbow Eating

Fiesta Salad- Spinach, lettuce, black beans, carrots, tomatoes, corn, tortilla strips

Butternut Squash Mac and Cheese- Squash, milk, cheddar cheese, butter, 

pasta

Minestrone Soup- red pepper, carrots, celery, onion, garlic, veg. broth, tomato 

sauce, cannellini beans, pasta, seasonings

Multi-Grain Energy Bites- quinoa, rolled oats, peanut butter, mini choc chips, 

honey



Rainbow Reading & Rainbow Eating

Great feedback 

Kids tried new foods

So much fun!





Rochester Public Library Partnerships

WXXI Exploration Stations Local Artists Parent Leadership Training Institute



RPL Early Learning Spaces



RPL Raising a Reader



Early literacy initiatives across New York

• Share your programs with us!



Thank You!

• Thank you for attending our presentation

• Any questions?

• Please feel free to email:

▫ Sharon B. Phillips: Sharon.Phillips@nysed.gov

▫ Amanda R. Latreille: amalatconsulting@gmail.com


