
 

During these same ten years , 
the University Law Library ap-
plied to become a UN Deposi-
tory.  In 1998, St. John’s be-
came a UN depository and 
since then, Rosemary has 
worked to ensure that all re-
sponsibilities are carried out 
according to UN Guidelines, as 
well as adhering to the Law 
Library Collection Develop-
ment and Cataloging policies.  
 
Rosemary maintains this De-
pository collection and ensures 
that all publications, print, elec-
tronic, and alternate media, are 
processed and "shelf ready" 
upon receipt. 
 
NYLA’s Government Informa-
tion Roundtable congratulates 
Rosemary! 

This year’s Mildred Lowe 
Award Winner is Rosemary 
LaSala of St. John’s Univer-
sity’s Rittenberg Law Library. 
 
Rosemary has been at the Rit-
tenberg Law Library for fifteen 
years of which the past ten 
have been in the Government 
Documents area of the Li-
brary. As the position was 
vacant, Library Director Linda 
M. Ryan, promoted Rosemary 
to the Government Docu-
ments technician position to 
ensure that the government 
documents were received, 
shelved, and maintained ac-
cording to GPO guidelines.  
 
She has worked arduously 
with the Director of Technical 
Services, Joseph P. Hinger, to 

ensure that everything is cata-
loged correctly, and that all de-
selected items are properly re-
moved.  

With the assistance of several 
part time workers and technical 
services staff, Rosemary took 
this job on with speed, ease, 
comfort, and joy and has 
brought the US Document Col-
lection up to standard; every-
thing is cataloged and maintained 
accordingly.  

The New York Library Associa-
tion Government Information 
Roundtable (NYLA/GIRT) is 
seeking nominations for the No-
table New York Document 
Award. This award honors gov-
ernment agencies that have pro-
duced notable documents distrib-
uted through the New York 
State Documents Depository 
Program.  We need your help in 
identifying nominees.  Categories 

to look for include reference 
publications, informational docu-
ments, and notable agency efforts 
(need not be limited to a specific 
document). 

Is the document useful, informa-
tive, logically and attractively 
presented, innovative?  These 
and other qualities can be consid-
ered in choosing nominees. 

Additional information about the 

award, including previous win-
ners, can be found on the NYLA 
web site at 

http://www.nyla.org/index.php?
page_id=201.  
 

A nomination form may be 
printed off the web, or requested 
from Mary Redmond via email or 
at (518) 474-5957, and must be 
submitted by November 18, 
2008. 
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Travel planning just got easier  

President’s Message by Jesse Daly 
This winter the first presidential 
administration of the 21st cen-
tury will come to an end.  
What might the distribution of 
government information look 
like as we move forward?  
Government websites have 
been slow to adopt new tech-
nologies, often resulting in 
unsophisticated search func-
tions and imperfect delivery of 
the information they are in 

place to facilitate access to.  
Efforts and resources are cur-
rently focused on the interface 
that provides the information, 
rather than the efficient, timely, 
and complete delivery of public 
information to the public do-
main.  As a result, too much 
“public information” is not avail-
able via the Internet, which is a 
considerable and unnecessary 
obstacle to access.   
 
What is the government's role 
as a publisher of data? A recent 
paper entitled Government Data 
and the Invisible Hand, from the 
Princeton Center for Informa-
tion Technology Policy, suggests 
that government shift their fo-
cus away from the design and 
maintenance of web interfaces, 
and instead focus on getting the 
information out there in a raw, 
standardized format (i.e. XML) 

as efficiently as possible.   Private 
entities, both commercial and 
non-profit, would then provide 
access through customized inter-
faces that they develop.  The 
article points to Regulations.gov, 
which recently started providing 
data in raw form via RSS feed; 
now a private site, OpenRegula-
tions.org, uses those data to offer 
improved, simplified access to the 
same information. 
 
Among the features that private 
developers could quickly imple-
ment are many improvements 
that the government sites them-
selves might put in place if they 
had the resources, such as ad-
vanced search features or RSS 
feeds. 
Other features might only be 
developed by the private sector, 
for example the combination of 
voting records with information 
on campaign donations shown at 
MAPlight.org.  We would not see 
these “mashups” offered through 
a government website, but the 
ability of comparisons such as 
these to create a sum greater 
than their parts is evident.   
 
This approach would expand 
opportunities for information 
professionals.  Many of the tradi-
tional roles—categorization; ex-

pert knowledge of information 
sources; and where to turn to 
for a type of information or 
feature, such as desired search 
parameter—would remain in-
tact.  Meanwhile Web 2.0 inno-
vations could be brought to 
bear on the data—visualization, 
forums, wikis, automated con-
tent analysis, collaborative filter-
ing, and crowdsourced analysis1, 
all leading to experimentation 
among providers and the devel-
opment of multiple approaches 
to delivery—these are areas 
where we thrive. 
 
As advocates for public access 
to government information, we 
should push for broad, simpli-
fied access. It is time for the 
distribution of government in-
formation to join us in the 21st 
century.  
 
1Robinson, David, Harlan Yu, 
William Zeller, Edward W. Fel-
ten. “Government Data and the 
Invisible Hand.” Yale Journal of 
Law & Technology, Vol. 11, 2008.  
Available at http://
papers.ssrn.com/sol3/
papers.cfm?
abstract_id=1138083 (accessed 
September 30, 2008). 

To find out how, visit http://
www.iloveny.com/
PlanYourOwnItinerary.aspx 

 

Or, if you prefer your infor-
mation in print, you can 
generate a customized bro-
chure which will be sent to 

Generate your New 
York itinerary with 
the I Love New York 
website. Select 
items of interest, 
add them to your 
itinerary, and have 
driving directions 
and maps generated.  

you by mail. Simply select a geo-
graphic area, along with two 
subject areas of interest, and 
provide your mailing address to 
receive your flyer.  

Details are available at http://
www.iloveny.com/
PlanYourOwnItinerary.aspx 
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Leaf Peeper's Delight 

From late September through Novem-
ber, the I Love New York web site is 
posting weekly online fall foliage color 
reports. Narrative reports and color-
coded maps at http://
fallgetaways.iloveny.com/foliage.aspx 
help focus in on the areas of peak 
color. 
 

For those who could use guidance on 
the types of trees responsible for the 
show, the Leaf Guide http://
www.iloveny.com/SeasonsInNY/
LeafGuide.aspx  includes pictures of 

some of the different types of foliage 
throughout New York State. 

 

A Feast for the Eyes 

Beautiful color plates of New York State indige-
nous and naturalized plants originally published 
in John Torrey's A Flora of the State of New-
York, 1843 are now available online at the State 
Library's website. 

Or if your taste runs to the animal world, check 
out James E. De Kay's companion Zoology vol-
ume with its illustrations of birds, mammals, and 
mollusks, and crustaceans. 

For more information on the State Library's 
Digital Historical Documents collection, includ-
ing direct links to each of the documents, go to 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/scandocs/

nally published in 14 print volumes between 
1921 and 1965. The papers can also be found 
online, as part of the New York State Library's 
digital collections, at http://purl.org/net/nysl/
nysdocs/423659.  
 
The CD includes some additional material, as 
well as a search engine, not part of the online 
collection. 
 
Information about all of the 2007 notable docu-
ments is available in the May 15, 2008 Library 
Journal, at http://www.libraryjournal.com/
article/CA6556172.html.  

The American Library Association Gov-
ernment Documents Round Table (ALA/
GODORT) selected the New York State 
Library's digital edition of colonial leader 
Sir William Johnson's papers as a notable 
document of 2007.  
 
The CD is one of only 13 documents 
selected for this honor in the state and 
local category. 
 
The papers of Sir William Johnson, British 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs from 
1755 to 1774 in New York, were origi-

Command System. 
 
The Center's mission is to 
"improve the capacity of public 
health workforce in the states of 
New York and Vermont to re-
spond to current and emerging 
public health threats with a focus 
on bioterrorism and infectious 
disease handouts". Among the 
Center's other online classes 
which are freely open to the pub-

lic are Zoonosis, diseases that 
can be transmitted from animals 
to humans, Preparedness and 
Public Health, Your Family Disas-
ter Plan, and Personal Prepared-
ness. 
 
For more information, visit the e-
Learning Center at http://
www.ualbanycphp.org/learning/
default.cfm  

Learn how to protect your pets 
and other animals with an online 
training class presented by the 
University at Albany School of 
Public Health's Center for Public 
Health Preparedness. The course 
addresses such issues as the 
types of disasters that can affect 
animals, why it is important to 
plan for animals, the work of 
State and County Animal Re-
sponse Teams, and the Incident 

Disaster Preparedness  

NYS Library CD Wins "Notable Document" Honors 

Among the 

Center's other 

online classes 

are Zoonosis, 

diseases that 

can be 

transmitted 

from animals 

to humans... 



former members who we know 
to be retirees.  Some colleagues 
have evidently declined to renew 
with us.  It is interesting to note 
that two GIRT board members 
are librarians not presently work-
ing in libraries, yet each of them 
sustains a high degree of interest 
in the profession. 
  

Please encourage those whose job 
is not exclusively "documents"  to 
consider GIRT in addition to basic 
NYLA membership.  There is a lot 
of good information to be had 
from government publications, 
and the Government Information 
Roundtable is a great place to 
network with like-minded col-
leagues. 

Our current treasury balance of 
$1,884.38 attests to the frugal na-
ture of the board.  Last year's con-
ference programming relied exclu-
sively upon NYLA-supplied A/V and 
supporting equipment that was 
hauled to Buffalo by presenters. 
  

We are again thankful to Lex-
isNexis for funding the Mildred 
Lowe award.  An honorarium is 
given for "significant contribution to 
government documents librarian-
ship" and is much appreciated by 
each year's recipient! 
  

According to the NYLA member-
ship directory, last fall we had 46 
dues-paying GIRT members.  This 
fall the count is down to 39 dues-
paying members.  There are several 

Treasurer’s Report by Robert Dowd 

252 Hudson Avenue 

Albany, NY 12210 

Phone: 800-252-6952 

Fax: 518-427-1697 

E-mail: info@nyla.org 

New York Library Association 

2007/2008 GIRT Officers 

 

President and Webmaster: Jesse Daly, New 

York State Division of the Budget  

 

Vice President, Program Chair, and Treasurer: 

Robert Dowd, New York State Library  

 

Secretary and Newsletter Editor: Jill Annitto, 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives 

 

NYS Documents Committee Chair: open 

We’re on the web! 
www.nyla.org 

Call for nominations 
GIRT seeks nominations for  
Vice President, Program Chair, to 
serve as VP during 2009 fol-
lowed by President in 2010 and 
Past-President in 2011. 

It is interesting to note that 

two GIRT board members 

are librarians not presently 

working in libraries, yet each 

of them sustains a high 

degree of interest in the 

profession. 
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