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A Message from the ASLS President 
Welcome to our renewing and new ASLS members and thank you for your support of ASLS - the Academic and Special 
Libraries section of NYLA. Our 2004 NYLA conference sessions, meetings and booth were successful because of your 
individual contributions and involvement.  
 
2004 was a notable year for ASLS as it marked our 50th anniversary as a section. Many thanks to all ASLS members 
who have made ASLS the successful section that it is.  
  
Preparations are currently underway for the Annual NYLA Conference scheduled for October 26th - 29th, 2005 in 
Buffalo. Feedback from ASLS and NYLA members has been reviewed and conference sessions for the 2005 Annual 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Magic of Turning 50! 
Last year, ASLS celebrated its 50th 
birthday in style at the NYLA 2004 
conference.  The section’s exhibit 
booth included a larger than life 
inflatable birthday cake, bubbles, and 
balloons for all. Jack Porcello, “our 
balloon guy,” helped to make this 
celebration a complete success. Jack 
made balloon hats, sashes, toys, and 
many other delightful creations for 
conference attendees, including 
NYLA president Art Friedman (see 
photo below). There were plenty of 

laughs, good cheer, and fun.  
 
We reminisced about years past and 
the section’s achievements and 
accomplishments – certainly a rich 
history of which we are very proud.  
Carol Lagasse, ASLS’s archivist, had 
created several handouts highlighting 
pertinent ASLS information.   
 

Sorry you missed us? Then make 
sure to mark your calendars to visit 
this year’s ASLS booth at the 
conference. 51 may be even more 
exciting!! 
 
For more pictures from the booth and 
conference, see the ASLS pages on 
the NYLA website.  (http://
www.nyla.org/index.php?
page_id=946) 



ASLS Newsletter Page 2 Number 40, Winter 2005 

Associate Professor of the School 
of Information Science, Pratt 
Institute) and much more.  For a 
complete list of library education 
track programs and presenters, 
please refer to http://www.nyla.org/
index.php?page_id=300. 
 
ASLS plans to continue pursuing 
Dave Harralson’s goal of 
connecting innovative faculty 
research with NYLA members.  We 
are paying particular attention to the 
requests for conference 
programming by you -- our 
members !!  If you have other ideas 
for programming, please contact 
current ASLS President Jane M. 
Verostek at jmveros@esf.edu. 
 

As mentioned in the Fall 2004 issue 
of the ASLS Newsletter, library 
education programming for the 
New York Library Association 
conference is right on track.  Started 
under the capable hands of Dave 
Harralson, former Director of the 
Utica College's Gannett Memorial 
Library (now retired and residing in 
Florida), ASLS members Rachel 
Baum and Gail M. Staines, Ph.D. 
agreed to "pick-up-the-reins" and 
organize this year's programs.  
Rachel serves as the Assistant Dean 
of the School of Information 
Science and Policy at the University 
at Albany.  Gail is the Executive 
Director of the Western NY Library 
Resources Council and adjunct 
faculty in the Department of 
Library and Information Studies, 

School of Informatics, at the 
University at Buffalo.  
 
In response to NYLA members' 
requests for more academic-related 
topics, faculty from several library 
schools located throughout New 
York State have agreed to present at 
the NYLA annual conference to be 
held in Buffalo, NY, Oct. 26-29, 
2005.  Subjects range from online 
learning and distance education (to 
be presented by Bruce Kingma, 
Associate Dean of the School of 
Information Studies at Syracuse 
University and Kay Bishop, 
Associate Professor at the 
University at Buffalo) to a panel 
discussion about IMLS initiatives 
that impact us (to be facilitated by 
Tula Giannini, Acting Dean and 

Library Education Programming Right on Track 

NYLA Conference have been chosen with care by the ASLS Board of Directors. Along with our regular ASLS 
sponsored sessions I am happy to report that the ASLS New York State Library School Track will be returning in 2005. 
Please mark your calendar for the conference and join us for ASLS sponsored conference sessions, visit the ASLS booth 
and come to the ASLS membership meeting. 
 
If you’re interested in becoming more involved in ASLS - whether as an active member or as a board member - please 
contact any member of the board or appropriate committee chair with questions, comments, ideas, etc. related to ASLS 
and NYLA.  
 
If you haven’t visited the ASLS website - please take a moment to do so. Our ASLS mission statement, directory of 
board members, committee chairs, board meeting minutes, newsletters and more can be found on the NYLA website. 
For 2005 we have a new team with new members of the ASLS Board of Directors and committee chairs. To find ASLS 
online visit the NYLA website at http://www.nyla.org and under the “About NYLA” menu choose “Sections”. 
 
Thank you again for a great 50th year and special thanks to our board members, individual committee members, 
conference planners, newsletter staff and our supportive ASLS membership. 
 
          Jane Verostek 
          ASLS President for 2004 and 2005 

A Message from the ASLS President 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Academic and Special Libraries Section  
of the New York Library Association 

2004 Year End Budget Report 

 
 
We are ending the year with about $2,000 less than what we had at the 
beginning of the year.  This was due to special payments for the 
NYLA mortgage and endowment, NYLA Lobby Day, and money for 
an event for the library school deans held by NYLA.  In addition, 
conference expenses were around $3,000 when we had only budgeted 
$750.  This was due to increased use of internet access and audio 
visual equipment.   
   Elaine Lasda-Bergman, ASLS Treasurer 

     
     Year 2004 
REVENUES     
Beginning of Year Balance   $11,147.41 
Dues Allocation   4,432.49 
Conference   0.00 
Continuing Education   0.00 
Miscellaneous   126.00 
Internship   0.00 
      
TOTAL REVENUES   $15,705.90 
      
EXPENSES     
Meetings/Travel   552.55 
Conference Expense   3,179.90 
Conference Scholarship                              0 
Internship   1,000.00 
Publications   929.88 
Endowment   0.00 
Miscellaneous   934.96 
      
TOTAL EXPENSES   $6,597.29 
      
End of Year Balance   $9,108.61 
      

The ASLS Newsletter is published three times a year by the Communications Committee of the Academic and Special Libraries Section of the 
New York Library Association, Jean Sheviak and Christine Walker, Co-Editors.  ADDRESS:  ASLS Newsletter c/o Capital District Library 
Council, 28 Essex Street, Albany, NY  12206;  Phone:  518-438-2500  Fax:  518-438-2872;  email:  jsheviak@cdlc.org or cwalker@cdlc.org. 

2005 BOARD ROSTER 
 
Jane M. Verostek, President 
SUNY College of Environmental 
     Science & Forestry 
Phone:  315-470-6718   
Email:  jmveros@esf.edu 
 
Kathleen Gundrum, Vice-President/ 
      Conference Programmer 
Nylink, State University of New York 
Phone:  800-342-3353   
Email:  gundrumk@Nylink.suny.edu 
 
Cara Molyneaux, Past President 
Schaffer Library 
Union College 
Phone:  518-388-6279 
Email:  molyneac@union.edu 
 
Adina Mulliken, Secretary/Web Liaison 
Syracuse University 
Phone:  315-428-1905 
Email:  amullike@syr.edu 
 
Elaine Lasda Bergman, Treasurer 
University at Albany 
Phone:  518-442-3598   
Email:  lasda.bergman@gmail.com 
 
Lisabeth Chabot, Director 
Ithaca College 
Phone: 607-274-3182 
Email: lchabot@ithaca.edu 
 
Deborah Emerson, Director  
Rochester Regional Library Council 
Phone:  585-223-7570 
Email:  demerson@rrlc.org 
 
Lorie Wies, Director 
Union College 
Phone: 518-388-6689 
Email: wiesl@union.edu 
 
NJ Wolfe, Director 
Fashion Institute of Technology 
Phone: 212-217-5590 
Email: nj_wolfe@fitnyc.edu 
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The 2004 ASLS/Ridley’s Book Bindery Student Internship Grant was awarded to the New York State Supreme 
Court Library at Binghamton for a project involving cataloging and bar coding materials in a public court law library 
collection.  The internship was designed to give student hands-on technical services experience using OCLC, CatMe, 
and the cataloging and serials modules of LION, the New York State court system's Library and Information 
Network. 
 
Upon completing the project intern Kristi Houghtaling from the Syracuse University School of Information Studies 
had this to say: 
 

I started the internship immediately after completing a course in cataloging.  The internship helped me to apply that 
knowledge and gain practical experience.  The internship also gave me a better understanding of the wide range of careers 
that are available in librarianship. 
 

Library Director and Project Director Judy A. Lauer reported on the success of the project: 
 

At the beginning of the summer only about 50% of the library’s collection had been (re)cataloged and barcoded into the 
LION catalog.  None of the periodical collection had been done except for the adding of copy records into the Serials 
module for the Serials Ckin (receipt of new issues).  Kristi’s work added approximately 2450 items into our holdings on 
the database.  The addition of these will not only make it much easier for other court libraries in our system doing ILL 
searches but IPAC users will also be able to identify online which volumes this library holds. 

 
Both the intern and the director cited the value of the project in introducing a new librarian to the range of careers 
available in librarianship.  The intern stated: 
 

I learned a great deal about the management of law libraries.  Ms. Lauer and I discussed staffing, budgeting, professional 
organizations and collection development.  Completing the internship after being employed at Binghamton University 
allowed me to compare academic and special libraries. 

 
To learn more about this award, and for application information, visit the ASLS pages on the NYLA website at 
http://www.nyla.org/index.php?page_id=299. 

ASLS/Ridley’s Book Bindery Student Internship Grant Successful 

Academic and Special Libraries! 
 

Your library is invited to apply for the 2005 ASLS/RIDLEY’S BOOK BINDERY Student Internship Grant.  Since 
1992, the Academic and Special Libraries Section (ASLS) of the New York Library Association has awarded an 
annual grant award of $1,000 to a New York State academic or special library to support a paid internship for 
one graduate student in library studies.  The purpose of the grant is to provide practical work experience for a 
graduate library student who is interested in pursuing a career in academic or special libraries. 
 
For grant application guidelines and application form go to http://www.nyla.org/index.php?page_id=299 
or contact:  Cara Molyneaux (518) 388-6279/ molyneac@union.edu 

 
Please note that the application form must by emailed, faxed, or postmarked by July 1, 2005. 
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Tips for New Librarians:  
A Feature Column brought to you by the ASLS Membership Committee 

The Quest to Publish 
Many ASLS members will need to publish within the next few years for tenure, promotion and/or 
personal satisfaction. For some of you this may seem overwhelming! A good place to start in your 
publishing career is by writing reviews. These are usually not too difficult,  though there is work 
involved, and there are many formats to review -  books, videos, Web sites and other electronic 

resources.  Publications that solicit reviews provide instructions and samples to give you an idea of what they want. 
 
Below are a few review venues with contact information (there are plenty more) to help get you started: 
 

Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/choice/
inforforreviews.htm 

 
Historical Novel Society (membership required)  http://www.historicalnovelsociety.org/ 

 
Library Journal:  contact tbarnes@reedbusiness.com or call the Library Journal Book Room at 646-746-6818 
for reviewer application 

 
portal: Libraries and the Academy http://www.press.jhu.edu/journals/portal_libraries_and_the_academy/
guidelines.html 

 
Technology Electronic Reviews 
http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/litapublications/ter/contributorsinstructions.htm 

 
 

Cut out this column and pass it along to a new colleague.  Tell them they can learn 
more about ASLS on the NYLA website (http://www.nyla.org/index.php?page_id=48) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
ASLS OFFERS SCHOLARSHIP TO ATTEND NYLA 

 

Do you know a colleague who would like to attend NYLA and could use some financial 
assistance?  Nominate that person for the ASLS conference scholarship.   
 
To nominate a colleague or yourself please submit a short letter, including biographical 
information, a statement explaining why you think the nominee deserves to receive the 
scholarship, and how you think the individual would benefit from attending the conference.  The 
nominee should be a “front-line” librarian and a member of ASLS. 
 
Send the application to Cara Molyneaux, Schaffer Library, Union College, 807 Union St. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 or to molyneac@union.edu.  The deadline for applications is July 1, 2005. 
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Positioning Your Library for the Financial World 
 
Need more money for your library?  What library doesn’t need money?  Mark this date on your calendar now.  The 
ASLS Continuing Education program for the 2005 Annual Conference in Buffalo will help you find and write grants 
to make your library increasingly viable in today’s challenging economic climate.  Using a very practical approach, 
the workshop will provide you with sources of grant funding and key strategies for writing fundable grants. 
Participants will walk away with a “toolkit” of effective techniques for making grant proposals more fundable.  This 
session will be offered on Wednesday, October 26 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  The program is designed for librarians and 
library staff who are responsible for the financial aspects of their library’s budget along with those interested in 
seeking funding.  Participants are encouraged to bring ideas or projects for which they need financial support. 
 
Our presenter, Gail Staines, has written numerous grants, both federal and state, as well as grants to foundations and 
corporations, and has a 99.9% procurement rate.  She also reviews state and federal grant proposals on a regular 
basis, and has recently taught this workshop for the Chautauqua Cattaraugus Public Library System, the Central NY 
3Rs Council, and the Rochester Regional Library Council.  Gail is the Executive Director of the Western New York 
Library Resources Council. 
 
Watch for registration materials in the NYLA Bulletin. 

ASLS Announces CE Program for 2005 NYLA Conference 

 
ARE you CREATIVE? 

Ready to work with a team? 
WANT to have FUN? 

 
Sign up to help design the  

ASLS Booth for the  
2005 NYLA Conference 

 
For more information, contact 
Carol Anne Germain 
 cg219@albany.edu 
 518-442-3590 
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Governor Pataki’s 2005 budget continues the 5% cut in library funding that was imposed in 2004.  Last year the 
legislature tried to override the cuts, but they failed.  Why does that matter to ASLS members?  The cuts included a 
reduction of more than $77,000 coordinated collection development funding for academic libraries; $60,000 for 
delivery of medical information to doctors and nurses; and $100,000 in shared technology projects.  These cuts, 
coming on top of a decade of virtually no increases, took New York library funding back to 1994 levels.   
 
In response, the NYLA Legislative Committee has strengthened advocacy efforts and developed a calendar for 
advocacy-related activities throughout the year.  This approach will remind us that library advocacy is a year-around 
activity, and it will also help us to plan ahead.   
 
The annual March lobby day remains a major focus for the Legislative Committee.  On March 15, 2005, the day will 
start with a legislative breakfast to which all legislators and aides will be invited.  Author John Avlon (Independent 
Nation: How Centrism Can Change American Politics) will speak to the group; and legislative attendees will receive 
book giveaways as well as the chance to be part of a NYLA version of the ALA “READ” posters.  The day will 
continue with briefings on the status of the state budget, addresses by legislative leaders, and visits to state legislators.   
 
NYLA’s legislative priorities total $17 million this year. 
In the highest priority category: 

• $4.5 million - Restoration of Governor’s cuts from 2004  
• $2.6 million - full funding under the 2000 Census  
• $500,000 - Restoration of cuts made in 2003 to New York Public Library’s CUNY Initiative; Science, 

Industry, and Business Library; and funding for Library for the Blind 
Other priorities: 

• $3.4 million for NOVEL  
• $1.5 million for small and large city libraries  
• $3 million for library systems  
• $1 million for public library construction  
• $200,000 for loan forgiveness program for librarians who work in high need areas 
• $300,000 for academic libraries - Coordinated Collection Development (CCD) 

 
Go to http://www.nyla.org/index.php?page_id=4 for more information about NYLA’s advocacy efforts. 
 
          Jean Sheviak 
          ASLS  Legislative Committee 
          NYLA Legislative Committee 

Legislative Committee Report 

Just around the corner….. 
 
What do prison libraries, marketing tips, and digital collections have in common?  These are just a few of the topics 
that ASLS will be presenting as programs at the 2005 NYLA conference October 26-29, 2005, in Buffalo.  To start 
things off, ASLS is sponsoring a continuing education program on Grant Writing-a topic we can all 
learn more about and benefit from! (See details on page 6 of this newsletter.)  In addition to our 
programs, the ASLS board is making plans for our annual membership meeting, open to all current and 
potential ASLS members, to be held Friday morning.  Mark your calendar now to join us for breakfast, 
and network with your colleagues!  
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