
Minutes 
March 23, 2012 

 
New York Library Association - Public Library Section Board Meeting 
  
Present: Sue Considine, Geoffrey Kirkpatrick, Kathy Naftaly, Evelyn Butrico, Brian Hildreth, 
Shawn McConnell, James Keller, Susan Currie 
 
I. Call to Order, 
President Considine called the meeting to order at 10:07am 
 
II. Approval of Minutes. 
Minutes of the previous meeting were approved at 10:10am. 
 
III. Treasurer’s Report 
E Butrico reported that in March PLS received in $21,544 in revenues, spent $22,982, and 
ended with a balance of $50,569.   
 
E Butrico asked members to send reimbursement requests to her, not Galina or anyone else 
from NYLA’s central staff.   
 
IV. President’s Report  
S. Considine reported that the search for a new director is continuing.  Jeremy Johannesen is 
interim director during the search process.   Michael Borges has agreed to help as a consultant 
until the end of the legislative year.   
 
S Considine sent the conference planning report to NYLA. 
 
S. Considine talked with system directors who are frustrated by the current categories in the 
annual report and because they are unable to report activities in a meaningful way.  She said 
Matt Bollerman agreed to support discussions on amending the report. S. Currie agreed the 
current report is frustrating and out of date.  G. Kirkpatrick added libraries currently report the 
same information in 4 different ways.  E. Butrico advocated for consistency in all reports to 
better explain numbers to auditors.  S. Considine said the services and programs libraries 
provide have shifted since the 1990s, and therefore current reports are inefficient for 
communicating what we offer our communities.  G Kirkpatrick asked if PLS can schedule time 
during the next NYLA conference to discuss this issue without losing a time slot for other PLS 
programming.  S. Considine replied that Matt Bollerman is committed to it.  S. Considine 
encouraged board members to bring their ideas to discuss at the May PLS retreat.   
 
V. Vice-President’s Report 
K. Naftaly reported that we are successfully shoring up panelists, guests, and speakers for 
NYLA conference.  Many have committed, but not all.  She reported that NYLA administrators 
felt the ebook panel discussion would be too political to host.  S. Considine asked why they 
viewed it as too political.  K. Naftaly responded that in their view, there are so many vendors 
that if we invite only 4 vendors those we exclude may be offended.   



 
VI. Past-Presidents Report 
G Kirkpatrick thanked PLS members for sending him a large number of nominations.  He 
indicated that we may have a wider field of candidates this year than the past.   
 
G. Kirkpatrick reported that he has been working with Laura from the Queens Library on our 
new logo.  He hopes to have a small selection to choose from at the May PLS retreat.   
 
VII. Committee Reports 
B Hildreth reported on behalf of the membership committee that membership is up 158 
members since this time last year.  S. Considine asked if B. Hildreth has seen the cover letter 
they sent out to institutions.  B. Hildreth replied that he had not.  S. Considine found the 
wording a bit threatening--not the way to build a membership base.  B. Hildreth agreed to bring 
it up during the next membership committee meeting.  S. Considine asked B. Hildreth and the 
membership committee to re-examine the institutional membership structure at NYLA.  She 
explained that only one person from a library with an organizational membership is allowed to 
attend at a discount and there is no information on the form for speakers who also receive a 
discounted rate. 
 
B Hildreth announced that the Membershiop Committee is planning a membership campaign 
strategy next month focused on friends groups.  50% of libraries have friends groups.   
 
B Hildreth reported that PLS award information is on the NYLA website.  Email blasts will go 
out to NYLA and non-NYLA members soon. 
 
G Kirkpatrick reported on behalf of the Legislative Committee that Library Advocacy Day was 
very successful.  Currently the NY State Senate supports a 4% increase to library aid, but the 
Assembly favors only a 1% increase.  He asked that PLS board members to contact their 
legislators especial if their Assembly Member is a democrat.   Michael Borges will help 
advocate for libraries in tandem with his work in his new position, but because of the setbacks 
the transition of leadership may cause, the Legislative Committee is also committed to working 
harder this year.     
 
S. Considine reported that Lisa Hewel resigned from the CE committee, and A. Jones will take 
her place.   
 
VIII. Old Business 
S. Considine asked board members to share their impressions of the recent NYLA rebranding 
seminar.  G. Kirkpatrick replied the ideas were good, but Michael Borges’ resignation 
sidetracked the program a bit.  Overall, he said, NYLA members are happy with the data 
collected.  K Naftaly said everyone wants to go in the same direction, which is cool.    
 
B. Hildreth reported that he is working with Barb to keep the PLS website up to date.   
 
IX.  New Business 



S. Considine sent everyone a rough draft of the May PLS retreat agenda.  E. Butrico reported 
that there are 7 beds available at the cabin.  PLS will pay for a room somewhere else if anyone 
would prefer.  She asked that members e-mail her with sleeping arrangement requests, with 
dietary needs, and whether they plan to attend the retreat.  S. Considine asked if anything 
should be added to the agenda.  G. Kirkpatrick received advice from Queens library that the 
board should have minimal back and forth with the logo designer.  S. Considine asked if the 
board should look at a new strategic plan during the retreat.  Present board members agreed 
that the board should.  E. Butrico suggested that we have a phone meeting on the Friday of 
the retreat with board members who are unable to attend.  Members agreed that the current 
agenda will likely take up all their time at the May retreat.  S Considine asked board members 
to continue to think of anything else they might want to add to the agenda. S. Considine will 
send out the current strategic plan to everyone before the retreat.   
 
The PLS Board adjourned at 10:51am   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shawn McConnell, Secretary 
 
 


