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A new opportunity… 

• Free Sustainable Libraries Initiative membership for all Members

• Discount on the Sustainable Library Certification Program



Sustainable Libraries Initiative 

Launched in 2015 as a community of practice 

for library leaders interested in addressing 

issues related to climate change, community 

resilience and securing a vital, vibrant, and 

visible place in the community/on 

campuses/in schools for libraries. 
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The climate crisis will 

profoundly affect the health 

of every child alive today.



“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”



Sustainability = Core Value 
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Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions that live their values out loud

✓Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



“You've got to think about big things while 

you're doing small things, so that all the 

small things go in the right direction.” 

-Alvin Toffler , futurist 



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Getting Started:

• Definitions

• Examples

• Thought-provoking questions

• Checklists



Monthly Newsletter

• News from Certified Members

• Webinars

• Program Ideas

• Grant Opportunities

• And more! 



Free 1-Year SLI Membership



Growing Community of Practice 

130+ libraries 
across the U.S. and Canada 

are enrolled in the 

Sustainable Library Certification Program

(250 libraries in the membership)



Connect with Others

• Monthly Meet-up

• Listservs by Library Type

• Facebook Group

• Live Webinars Quarterly 

• Conference Hangouts

Team SLI at LLX in Baltimore (2024)



Crowdsourced Learning 

• Access to the final presentations of certified libraries 

• Sample policies

• Vendor list populated by libraries in the program 

• Program Idea Bank

• Practical advice at monthly meet-ups

• Stories from the field in our monthly newsletter



Program Idea Bank



Vendor List



Live & On Demand Webinars

• Sustainability Challenge: Month by Month

• Climate Adaptation for Library Facilities

• Libraries for Health and Wellbeing: A Strategic Framework

• Repair Cafes

• Workplace Wellness

• Community Gardening at Your Library

• Measuring Sustainability in Libraries

• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in a Sustainable Library



Save with the SLI

Free registration for 

four-week ALA eCourse on 

Sustainability ($79 value) 

Next cohort: July 2024

EcoChit Receipt Paper 

(BPA & BPS free) 

10% off



20% Discount 
for individual libraries

25% Discount 
for cohorts from your state



School Librarians

• Partnerships & Community Involvement

• Leading Beyond the Library

• Social Equity & Resiliency

• Standards & Curriculum

• Collections



CO2 Calculator





In-Depth Webinar on the SLCP

Thursday, March 7th at 9:00am CST / 10:00am EST
Register online at https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org

Join us to get an overview of the certification program, 
online interface, and support system plus hear from 
folks who have completed the certification program. 



Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Webinars

• Resources

• Facebook Group & Instagram 

FREE FOR LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS (IA, MA, NJ, NY)

• Curated Resources

• Access to On Demand Training

• CO2 Calculator

• Vendor and Program Ideas

• American Library Association - SLI eCourse

Sustainable Library Certification Program

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with Others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org
20% - 25% 

Discount



To access your free membership:

1. Go to the SLI web site: https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/

2. Click on “Participate” → “SLI Membership”

3. Choose the membership type and fill out the membership form.

4. When you get to “How did you hear about us?” select “Other” and enter that you are a

member of a participating library association in the Notes Field to waive the membership fee. 

To access the discounts on the Certification Program email: sliadmin@suffolknet.org

for information and details. 

https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/
mailto:sliadmin@suffolknet.org


In-Depth Webinar on the SLCP
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